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GOLD HUNT

{dzoF NYF NB1 KIS YSFIYyAy3a WAGNBF] 2F 3F2ftRQ Aa (KS
inhabiting the Chotanagpur belSome tribal communities who were traditionally accustomed

to mrigaya-r hunting in local forests for small gamgenow makea livingsifting goldout of the

N F&HNdrd Alluvial goldwashingat anartisanal scale is carried on in the sands and gravels

of the river throughout its length but is more prominent around the Chardiim ¢ both

upstream and downstream areas from the reservbirfact, artisanal gold miningasexpanded

as a livelihood activitgince the construction of Subarnarekha daflme construction of the

dam displaced tribapopulations from their villages anldnds, forcing theousteesto take up

gold panning in absence of amgher option. In recent years, thalistrict/block officialshave

been assiduously trying to regulate artisanal gold miningldmating, identifying and stopping

the minersfrom getting acess to the riverThetask has proven difficuliue tothe dearth of
quantitative data and the confusion ovére jurisdictionof the police, aswellastiRSUY A G A 2 Y

of what comprises an illegal activity

As describedby Mihir Deb, Garimdiwari and Kuntala Lahifiutt in International Journal of
Mining, Reclamation and Environme(¥vol. 22, No. 3, September 2008, &289) titled
Artisanal and small scale mining in India: selected studies and an overview of the issues written,
G ! NI A al yXlistcarriéd oGtAby iBdigenous communities in remote locations on and from
common landsSuch mining is generally unauthorized as it is unlicensed, and commonly seen as
illegal. Strictly speaking, it might be better to describe such mininglegal as often the
operations are beyond the purview of the law. For example, panning for gold fieralluvium

on the Subarnarekha riverbed in Jharkhand state is alegal artisanal activity, carried out
mostly by local indigenous communities that would fall in the4egal domain. The situation is

complicated by the lack of quantitative data, anatbonfusion over jurisdiction and definition.

River Subarnarekha originates near Piska/ Nagri in Ranchi and traverses a long distance

throughRanchj SeraikelaKharsawarandEast Singhbhuristricts in Jharkhand. Thereafter it


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ranchi_district
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seraikela_Kharsawan_district
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Singhbhum

flows for shoter distances througiest Midnapore districin West Bengalor 83 kilometres

(52miles) andBalasore districof Odisha

k

Figurel: SUBARNAREKHA RIVER IN SERAKHARSAWAN DISTRICT

SAHARBERA

Saharberavillage on the banks of Subarnarekha River is situated in Kharsawan block of
SeraikelaKharsawan district of Jharkhand. Wading through the currents of the water and the
rocks pounding the feeteached the other corner of the river, to see the shallow Vgelwhich

Aa 1y 2ag Aay W KS Srldwviells bie dNd onyhe Badks and the river water

isdrawnby motor pumps.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paschim_Medinipur_district
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bengal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balasore_district

Figure2: SAHARBERA VILLAGE



Figure3:! YAYSNJ O20SNE KAd KSIFIR 6AGK 622RSYy LIy | FGESNI RIE
Wooden parnlike a conclave traypcallyknown | adong&Q which ismade up of the bark of an

age oldraretree isfilled %4" of gravel and mud frorthe shallow well and is held just under the

water, tilted slightly away. Those working on the wooden pan begin swirling the water from

Figure4: MOTOR PUMPS DRAWS WATER FROM THE RIVER

side to side, with a slight forward tossing motion. Then sufficient fascesed tomove the
surfaceandthe lighter gravel out over the edge of the pan. Leveltimgpan from time to time
and shaking it back and forth cause the light materialclmme to the surface and the gold
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settles in the bottom. The pan costbetweenIndian Rupees1500and 2000 and it can besed

for several years if maintained

To reachSaharberanen cyclehrough 15 to 20 kilometres and women walk to créiss Dalma
range, a wide swathe of hills and dense fortzsting wild elephant$or panning gold from the

alluvium tract of the riverbed.

Figure4: SHALLOW WELLS DUG EARLIER FOR EXTRACTING GOLD

As50 year old Arun Singh Mundamesfrom Faranga villagen Dalmarang&K S al ARX daL C
along with other villagers, work 1% hours under the hot sun, do panning to extract gold from

gravel and alluvial deposit on the banks of Subarnarekha River.

GLY Y2aid 2F GKS OAt(h3S5a Apiies N SUEEE s o( (
abysmally poor condition. Either they toil in the field or wo 1
as construction worker or sell fish or vegetables. The *
earningswere quite inadequatepushingus to desperation
leavingus with no other option but to earn a living out o
NA @ &MIVElage men owomen either walk or use their

cycle to reach the bank of Subarnarekha River in Saharb

Figure5: ARUN SINGH MUNDA



Pudasil, Bhuiyadih or Manikuihen they identifya spot wherewe start working toextract gold

from the dust or graveMWe work in Saharberfor mostof the days in a week from 10.00 in the

morning till 4.00 pm. The gold extracted by me is of a size of a mustard semxstor(poppy

seed). In a week, | earn betwe&s200 andRs300. We sk the gold to an agent in our village.

2 S R2y QO aStt AOG G2 F 3I2fRAYAGK Ay [ KIYRAT 2
althougle ¢S 1y2¢ GKIG €20t YARRESYlLY |fa2 OKSI (2

We meet Dulal Sohish at his village, he Edidlien summer se$in the gold extraction is quite
low. It picks upin the rainy daysMost of us are able textract1.5 or 2rati in a week and we
are paidRs300-400 foroneratio € G KS YARRE SYIl yodé

According toa local jewellerin Chandil, rati is equal to 0.18196 gmThe Indian standard of
weighing gold i8hari.Onebhariis divided in 1&nnasand lannainto 4 rati. Thereare 64 rati
in 1 bhari. In the present day standard, dhariis equal to11.646 gams. The pesent market

value of 24 caragiold in Indais Rs29,290per 10 grams.

RUDIA¢ NARGADIH

In Rudia village7 kms from Chandil in Seraikéddharsawan districta team fromthe Geological
Survey of India (GSias been drilling since Majune 2011, where there spotential reserve

of gold.

Seating at the back of the motorbike when we move through the uneven dusty traetseach

the banks of Subarnarekha. When | ask Chunni Layak, she shgsing the secret of making

goldg A UK 2dzi A RSNE d Ad A S DANR y|3S LJahdraRanst #d0RaEdly T 2 NJ
time when someone came to knowo 2 dzi A0 Aff f dzO1 3stBthe 2y

persistent problem created by the district/block official to stop mining.



While we were being objected to take photgd)ysically handicapped 32 year old Ram Chandra

Rudia, Jharkhand

Kalikapur

Nandidih Barubad

Figure7: RUDIA
[F&811 AYGSNBSySa FyR GNARSa (2 aArfSyOoOS G4kKz2as 2
p.m., Chunnjalong with other women and memill be in tre water, sifting sanénd gravels

and the gold settles at the bottorof the wooden pa® €

When the darkness of the night engulfs entire villaBam

Chandra Layakhough physically handicapped but move
faster on a bicycle and organises a meeting of the villag
introduces us to 40 men and women, wiake part in !
panning daily on the riverbank to extract the gold fro

alluvial deposit on Subarnarekha River.

Figure8: RAMCHANDRAAYAK



GKFGO AdQa job. Ada fleom Sdrkinlf ik sh&field, villagers have no other options left
but to do gold panning. Even men and women, who find it difficult to do hard labour, involve in

A N

EGNF QiAy3 3I2ftR FTNRBY (GKS NROSNDI Y| o€

Nargadih, the neighbouring village which & &ilometres from

Rudia, men and women from fish@aslk community had been

involved in gold mining on the banks of SubarnareRinzer for A
gererations. 75 percent of the villagers were involved in pann\ ‘2*
gold but nowA (declining. As remarked by 3@ar old Dilip =
(I NRFENE GD2tR SEGNIOGAZY 2y Ia 2 F
does not fetch us money. Earlieyjllagers involved in gold
extractiongot good returns selling gold to the local middlema
Now | work on the field and make paper packets to eke o A
living. During the monsoon, men and women start working ¢ Figures: DILIP SARDRA

0KS NAGSNARAARS aSIFNOKAy3I F2NJ 32f Roé

MOISARA

Moisara village, situated in Ichagarh block ofSeraikelaKharsawan district on the
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Figurel0: MOISARA
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